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OFFICERS: 


PKKsiDENT-Bishop  Dauiel  A.  Goodsell,  D.  D    LL  D 
Secketary-C.  M.  Levister,  Marshallberg;  n' C 
Assistant  Secretarv-T.  S.  Davis,  Elizabeth  City   N  C 
STATisTiciAN-Leolan  Jackson,  Marshallberg,  N   C  ' 
Treasurer-AV.  S.  Fitch.  Norfolk,  Va. 


CONFERENCE    COMMITTEES. 


EXAMINERS. 

President,  C.  M.  Levister;  Registrar,  U.  S.  Crowder ;   W 
Q.  A.  Cxraham,  T.  S.  Davis,  J.  F.  Usrey  and  J.  T.  Hardesty. 

BOARD   OF   CHURCH   EXTEVSIOX 

President.  W.  Q.  A.  Graham;  Secretary,  U.  S.  Orowder; 

'T7\       ^-  "■""■    •^'""'--'-T-  S-  Davis,  J.  F.  Usrey 

Powell         ''  '''   "■  """"'"■  '■   ''■  ''^'"■"^'>"-'.   ^^'il'iam 

TRIERS    OF    APPEALS. 
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CONFERENCE    KOLL. 

NAME.  RAVir 

Bridgers,  J.  B Deacon.  . .  .  ""'"  ^"*™!; 

Chappell.M.L Deacon ]lll 

Crovvder,U.S Elder '    '■  From  Bin.  T>-!f 

Davis,  T.  S.  .  Elder  l         S        ^"'"^^^ 

Fitch.w.s .:::.::::.EiLr :.:: f^°«^  Blue  Ridge 

Graham,  W.  Q.  A.         .        Elder  t? t,i ^^^^ 

Hardesty,  J.  T Elde, ^^^  f^  ^'"^^^ 

-rr    ,        •''  -turner From  Blue  Ridee 

Hudson,  J.  A Deacon 'X 

Hunter,  C.F Deacon J^^T 

Jackson,  Leolan Deacon.  .  ,IJ1 

Levister,  CM Elder till 

Lewis,  J.  J Deacon ,fJ^ 

Lowrey,  H.  H Elder From  Bin.  ^i■^ 

Luther,  W.  H Elder  ""  ^'^^^ 

!;^^-^-^, Elder    :;::::::;FromBi„eRir 

IT';       T  ■  w ^'^'^ From  Blue  R  dL 

Wheeler,  J.  AY Deacon ^ 

From  Blue  Ridge 

CONFERENCE    APPOINTMENTS. 

W.  Q.  A.  Graham,  Superintendent,  Morehead  Citv  N  p 

CHARGE.  «*"  ^ity,  XN.  U. 

Avon,N.C ^.t'JP^l      , 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C ■.■.■..■.■.'.■.■.. '. '. '. : '. '. : ; '. ; ; ;     •  ^  g^p  ^"^ 

Harker's  Island,  N.  C.  (postofflce  Beaufort).  ...         u.  S   Whit^ 

Lawrenceville,  Va  i-^  u    a       iV  ? 

Marshallberg,N.C -lo  be  Supphed 

Norfolk,  Va     ;. '""l"^  J^i^;- 

^  /     „   ^  >V .  S.  Fitch 

Ocracoke,  N.  C t  ^t^  ^^r,      , 

Parmele,N.C ■.■.■. P  V  l'' 

Pates,  N.c ■  • '  ■ ' ' '  ^ ' ' '  ^ !  ^ : :  :i^h;  ST^' 

Portsmoutli,  Va t   tj    r>  •  i 

T>      1      J     ivT   />.  J.  B.  Bridgers 

Rowlands,  N.  C tt   a    n         1 

-,„,    ,        . '      ,,  LI.  S.  Crowder 

\\  lialeyville,  Va t    a    xj   -^ 

Wildwood,N.C J.A.Hudson 

winfaii,N.c ■■'•■;;;;;.■;.;:;;;;;;  ;j^;  L-chf'"^ 

President  Graham  Academy V      C.  M  L^^^^t^er 

(Member  Marshallberg  Quarterly  Conference). 


White,  U.  S Deacon. ...     - ^^^ 
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Disciplinary  Questions. 


1.  Who  have  been  Eeceived  by  ^Transfer,  and  from  what 
Conferences?    None. 

2.  Who  have  been  Readmitted?    None. 

3.  Who  have  been  Received  on  Credentials  and  from  what 
Churclies?    None. 

4.  AVho  have  been  received  on  trial?    None. 

5.  Who  have  been  Continued  on  Trial?  (a)  Studies  of  First 
Year:  John  A.  Hudson,  James  AV.  Wheeler;  (b)  in  studies  of 
second  year:  UlysesS.  White,  Henry  H.  Lowrey  ;  (c)  in  studies 
of  third  year :  John  J.  Lewis. 

6.  Who  have  been  Discontinued?    James  M.  Smith. 

7.  Who  have  been  Admitted  to  Full  Membership? 

(b)    Elected   and   Ordained   Deacons    previously:     Moody    L, 
Chappell,  Charles  F.  Hunter,  AVilliam  H.  Luther. 

8.  What  Members  are  in  Studies  of  Third  Year?  Moody  L. 
Chappell,  Charles  F.  Hunter,  William  H.  Luther. 

9.  W^hat  Members  are  in  Studies  of  Fourth  Year?  Leolan 
Jackson,  James  B.  Bridgers. 

10.  What  Members  have  Completed  the  Conference  Course 
of  Study?  (a)  Elected  and  ordained  Elders  this  year:  Charles 
M.  Levister. 

11.  AV'hat  others  have  been  Elected  and  Ordained  Deacons? 
(a)  As  local  preacliers  :  French  R.  Lowrey,  Cannada  C.  Lowrey. 

12.  What  others  have  been  Elected  and  Ordained  Elders? 
None. 

13.  Was  the  Character  of  each  Preacher  examined?  This 
was  carefully  attended  to  as  the  name  of  each  preacher  was 
called. 

14.  AVho  have  been  Transferred,  and  to  what  Conference? 
None. 

15.  AAlio  have  Died?    None. 

16.  AVho  have  been  Located  at  their  own  request?    None. 

17.  AVho  have  been  Located?    None. 

18.  AA'^ho  have  AVithdrawn?    None. 

19.  AVho  have  been  permitted  to  AVithdraw  under  Charges 
or  Complaints?    None. 

20.  AVho  have  been  Expelled?    None. 

21.  AVhat  other  Personal  notation  should  be  made?    None. 
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22.  Who  are  the  Supernumerary  Preachers?  Junius  T. 
Hardesty,  James  A.  Sisk. 

23.  AVho  are  the  Superannuated  Preachers?    None. 

24.  Who  are  the  Triers  of  Appeals?  W.  Q.  A.  Graham,  W. 
S.  Fitch,  U.  S.  Growder  and  T.  S.  Davis. 

25.  What  is  the  Statistical  Report  for  this  year?  See  Table 
No.  1. 

26.  What  is  the  aggregate  of  the  Benevolent  Collections 
ordered  by  the  General  Conference,  as  reported  by  the  Con- 
ference Treasurer?    $285.00. 

27.  What  are  the  claims  on  the  Conference  Fund?    None. 
18.     What  has  been  received  on  these  Claims,  and  how  has  it 

been  Applied?     $42.00. 

29.  Where  are  the  Preachers  Stationed?    See  Appointments. 

30.  Where  shall  the  next  Conference  be  held?  Portsmouth, 
Virginia. 


Journal  of  Daily  Proceedings. 


FIRST  DAY. 

Thursday,  October  10,  1901. 

The  Atlantic  Mission  Conference  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopjil  Church  convened  for  its  fifth  session 
at  Purmele,  N.  C,  October  10th,  at  10  a.  m..  Rev. 
W.Q.A.  Graham,  i).D., Superintendent,  presiding,  in 
the  absence  of  Bishop  Daniel  A.  Goodsell,  D.  D., 
L.L.  D.,  who  had  not  yet  arrived. 

The  Superintendent  announced  the  hymn  begin- 
ning "Blest  be  the  Tie  That  Binds,"  after  the  sing- 
ing of  whicii  he  read  the  third  chapter  of  1st 
Corinthians,  and  led  the  Conference  in  prayer. 

The  Secretary  of  the  last  session  called  the  roll, 
and  the  following  named  responded:  W.  Q.  A. 
Graham,  J.  F.  Ursey,  T.  S.  Davis,  C.  M.  Leviste^ 
Leolan  Jackson,  W.  S.  Fitch  and  J.  B.  Bridgers. 
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The  Dames  of  the  probationers  being  called,  the 
following  were  present:  U.  S.  White,  C.  F.  Hunter, 
M.  L.  Chappell,  W.  H.  Luther,  J.  A.  Hudson  and 
J.  J.  Lewis. 

A  telegram  from  the  Presiding  Bishop  to  the 
Superintendent  was  at  this  time  read,  stating  that 
he  had  been  unavoidably  detained  on  account  of 
bad  connections. 

On  motion  of  W.  S.  Fitch,  C.  M.  Levister  was 
elected  Secretary,  with  the  privilege  of  naming  his 
assistant.     The  Secretary  named  T.  S.  Davis. 

On  motion  of  C.  M.  Levister,  Leolan  Jackson 
was  elected  Statistical  Secretary,  and  J.  A.  Hudson 
as  his  assistant. 

On  motion,  W.  S.  Fitch  was  elected  Conference 
Treasurer,  and  W.  H.  Luther  as  his  assistant. 

It  was  ordered,  on  motion  of  W.  S.  Fitch,  that, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Bishop,  probationers  be 
invited  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  of  all  ques- 
tions not  inconsistent  witli  the  Discipline. 

W.  H.  Luther  offered  the  following:  Resolved, 
that  the  resolution  passed  at  the  session  of  1899 
equalizing  the  expenses  of  the  members  of  the  Con- 
ference be  rescinded.     Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  in  each  case,  the  following  committees 
were  appointed : 

Public  Worship — W.  Q.  A.  Graham,  Leolan 
Jackson. 

Freedman's  Aid  and  Southern  Education  Society 
— W.  H.  Luther,  C.  F.  Hunter. 

Sunday  School  Union  and  Tract  Society — M.  L. 
Chappell,  U.  S.  White. 

Auditing  Committee — C.  M.  Levister,  T.  S.  Davis, 

Conference  Stewards — J.  B.  Bridgers,  J.  F.  Usrey 


ATLANTIC    MISSION    CONFERENCE.  7 

Periodicals— J.  B.  Bridgers,  U.  S.  White 
Education— W.  S.  Fitch,  T.  S.  Davis 
Temperance— J.  J.  Lewis,  T.  S.  Davis 
Biole  Society— C.  F.  Hunter,  J.  F.  Usrey 
Missions-J    F    Usrej,  J.   A.    Hudson;* J.    B. 
Bridgers,  U.  S.  White. 

On  motion  of  W.  S.  Fitch,  it  was  ordered  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  pastoral  letter 
to  the  membership  of  the  Atlantic  Mission  Confer- 
ence with  authority  to  have  it  printed  and  circu- 
ated  at  the  expense  of  the  Conference;  the  Superin- 
tendent to  be  chairman,  ex-officio. 

The  chairman  appointed   the  following:     W  S 
i^itch,  CM.  Levister,  Leohin  Jackson  '     * 

On  naotion  of  C.  F.  Hunter,  the  resolution  of  W 
H  Luther  to  rescind  t!,e  equalization  scheme  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  passed 
,  On  motion  of  C.  M.  Levister,  the  liours  of  meet- 
ing and  adjournment  were  fixed'^at  9:;^0  a.  m  and 
12  noon,  thefirst  half  hour  for  devotional  services 
Ihe  feupenntendent  appointed  W.  H.  Luther  to 
lead  the  devotional  services. 

On   motion  a   statistical  session  was  ordered  for 
this  afternoon  at  4  o'clock. 
On  motion,  the  Conference  adjourned. 
Ihe  benediction  was  pronounced  by  W.  S.  Fitch. 

SECOND     DAY. 

Fkiday,  October  11,  1901. 

The  Conference  met  at  9:30  a.  m.,  and  was  led 
n  prayer  by  Bishop  Goodsell. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  morning  was  read  and 
pproved. 
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The  journal  of  jesterday  afternoon  was  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion  of  W.  S.  Fitch,  the  ministerial  mem- 
bers of  the  Conference  Board  of  Church  Extension 
who  were  present  were  appointed  a  committee  on 
Church  Extension. 

On  motion  the  Superintendent  was  appointed  to 
apportion  the  amount  of  our  assesesment  for  the 
Episcopal  Fund  to  the  various  chari^es. 

On  motion  of  W.  Q.  A.  Graham,  J.  F.  Usrey  was 
appointed  to  collect  accounts  for  the  Book  Concerns, 
and  to  represent  "Gospel  in  All  Lands." 

A  draft  amounting  to  $28.00,  our  share  of  the 
dividends  of  the  Book  Concern,  was  received  and 
turned  over  to  the  Conference  Stewards  to  be  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  Relief  Fund. 

Question  13  was  called,  "Was  the  character  of 
each  preacher  examined?"  The  character  of  W.  Q. 
A.  Graham  was  passed  and  he  made  report  of  the 
work. 

At  this  point  the  Bishop  read  the  13th  chapter 
of  1st  Corinthians  and  gave  the  Conference  an 
inspiring  exhortation  on  "Perfect  Love." 

The  characters  of  W.  S.  Fitch,  U.  S.  Crowder, 
J.  F.  Usrey  and  T.  S.  Davis  were  passed,  and  they 
severally  made  report  of  their  work. 

Conference  adjourned.  The  doxology  was  sung 
and  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Bishop. 


THIRD     DAY. 

Saturday,  October  12,  1901. 
The  Conference   met  at  9:30  a.   m„   and  after 
devotional  services  and  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
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Supper  l)y  the  Bishop,  was  called  to  order  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  wis  read  and  approved. 

Question  10  was  taken  up,  "What  members  have 
completed  tlie  Conference  course  of  Study?"  C.  M. 
Levister  v/as  called,  his  character  passed,  and  he 
made  report  of  his  work.  Upon  representation  by 
the  Superintendent  and  report  of  t\\e  Exaniinino; 
Committe,  he  whs,  on  the  motion  of  W.  Q.  A.  Gra- 
ham, elected  to  Elders  Orders. 

Question  9,  "What  members  are  in  studies  of  the 
Fourth  Year?"  wa.s  taken  up.  Leolan  Jackson 
and  J.  B.  Brid.^-v3rs  were  called,  their  characters 
passed,  and  they  reported  the  work  under  their 
care.  The  Examining  L'ommittee  made  favorable 
report,  and  after  representarion  by  the  Superin- 
tendent, they  were,  on  his  motion,  advanced  to  the 
studies  of  the'fourth  year. 

Question  7  w:;s  taken  up,  "Who  have  been  ad- 
mitted into  Full  Membership?"  C.  F.  Hunter, 
W.  H.  Luther  and  M.  L  t'liappell  were  called  for- 
ward. The  Bishop  addressed  the  candidates  con- 
cerning the  office  and  work  of  the  ministry,  and 
asked  theDisciplinaryquestions,  to  which  satisfactory 
replies  were  given.  Tlie  Chairman  of  the  Exam- 
ining Committee  made  report,  the  SuperintendeMt 
mnde  proper  ivpresenlation  and  the  Secretary  re- 
ported tiie  filing  of  required  answers  to  questions 
concerning  debt  and  tobacco.  On  the  motion  of 
the  Superintendent,  in  each  case,  C.  F.  Hunter, 
M.  L.  Ciiappell  and  W.  Li,  Either  weieadmiited 
into  Full  Membership,  they  having  been  previously 
oi'daiiied  Deacons. 

The  time  of  the  session  was  here  extended. 
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Question  5,  "Who  are  continued  on  trial?"  was 
taken  up.  H.  H.  Lowry  was  called,  the  Superin- 
tendent represented  him,  he  beino;  absent,  and  on 
his  motion  a  committee  consisting  of  W.  S.  Fitch, 
C.  M.  Levister  and  Leolan  Jackson  were  appointed 
to  investigate  and  report  upon  his  case. 

U.  S.  White  was  called,  his  character  passed,  and 
he  reported  his  work.  On  motion  of  W.  Q.  A. 
Graham  he  was  continued  in  the  studies  of  the 
Second  Year. 

On  motion  it  was  ordered  that  when  Conference 
adjourn  it  be  to  meet  at  2:30  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

On  motion  the  Conference  adjourned.  The 
Dexology  was  sung  and  the  Bishop  pronouned  the 
benediction. 


THIRD  DAY — Afternoon  .Session. 

The  Conference  met  at  2:30  p.  m.,  and  after  de- 
votional services  by  Bishop  Goodsell,  was  called  to 
order  by  him. 

Question  5  was  resumed.  The  committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  case  of  H.  H.  Lowry 
made  the  following  report:  We,  your  committe  beg 
leave  to  recommend  that  this  Conference,  through 
its  committee  of  correspondence  with  the  Croatan 
Indians,  inform  Brother  Lowry  that  in  the  judg- 
ment of  this  Conference  the  conduct  of  Bi other 
Lowry  in  assuming  the  Superintendency  of  an  un- 
authorized mission,  was  not  only  illegal,  but  tended 
to  the  subversion  of  all  order  in  the  church.  That 
the  Conference  deeply  regrets  that  during  the  six 
years  of  his  probation  that  he  has  attended  the  Con- 
ference but  twice  and  passed  but  two  examinations; 
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but  desiring  to  be  patient  and  fraternal,  the  Con- 
ference has  continued  Brother  Lowry  on  trial,  in 
the  confident  expectation  tliat  he  will  cease  to  dis- 
obey the  law  of  the  Church;  cease  to  exercise  the 
functions  of  an  unauthorized  superintendency;  give 
himself  wholly  to  our  work  as  he  has  promised  to 
do  a«  a  son  in  the  gospel;  attend  Conference  regu- 
larly hereafter;  prepare  for  his  examinations  and  do 
all  those  duties  which  become  a  Methodist  preacher. 
Conference  desires  further  to  notify  Brother  Lowry 
that  if  he  does  not  do  these  things  which  it  advises, 
viz:  pass  his  examination,  attend  Conference  and 
keep  the  law  of  the  church,  some  decisive  action 
must  be  taken  at  the  next  (conference. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
W.  S.  Fitch, 
C.  M.  Levister, 
Leolan  Jackson, 

Committee. 

On  motion  of  W.  Q.  A.  Graham  this  report  was 
adopted,  and  Brother  Lowry  was  continued  on  trial 
in  studies  of  the  Second  Year. 

Question  22  was  taken  up,  "Who  are  the  Super- 
numerary Preachers?"  The  Superintendent  repre- 
sented J.  T.  Hardesty  and  J.  A.  Sisk,  both  of  whom 
were  absent,  and  on  liis  motion  they  were  continued 
in  supernumerary  relation. 

QufStion  o  was  again  resumed.  John  A.  Hudson 
w;!s  called,  his  character  parsed,  and  afier  report  of 
liis  work,  he  was,  (jn  njotion  of  W.  Q.  A.  Graham, 
continued  on  trial  in  studies  of  the  First  Year. 

Question  6,  "Who  have  been  Discontinued,"  was 
called.  On  motion  of  the  Superintendent,  J.  M. 
Smith  was  discontinued. 
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Question  30,  "Where  shall  the  next  Conference 
be  tield?"  Portsmouth,  Va.,  and  Marshallberg, 
N.  C,  presented  invitations;  and  after  discussion,  it 
was  ordered  that  the  next  Conference  be  held  at 
Portsmouth,  Va. 

Questio?}  5  was  again  resumed.  J.  J.  Lewis  was 
called,  his  char  .cter  passed,  and  he  reported  his 
work.  On  motion  of  W.  Q.  A.  Graham  he  was 
continued  on  trial  in  studies  of  the  Third  Year. 

Question  24,  "Who  are  the  Triers  of  Appeals?" 
was  taken  up.  W.  Q.  A.  Graliam,  J.  F.  Usrey,  W. 
S.  Fitch,  U.  y.  Crowder  and  T.  S.  Davis  were,  on 
motion,  elected. 

Question  11,  "What  others  have  been  Elected 
and  Ordainei  Deacons?"  was  called.  French  R. 
Lovvry  and  Cannada  C.  Lowry  presented  recora- 
mendaLi(jns  fi'om  Rowlands  Quarteily  Conference, 
and  after  being  represented  by  the  Superintendent, 
were,  on  his  motion  in  each  case,  elected  to  Deacons 
Orders  as  Local  Preachers. 

On  motion  of  CM.  Levister, the  following  named 
were  elected  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Graham  Academy:  Term  to  expire  in  1902,  U.  S. 
Crowder,   J.  F.  Usrey,  Abram  Moore,  J.  B.  Lewis, 

E.  P.  Lewis,  Sr.;  term  to  expire  in  1893,  J.  B. 
Bridgers,  T,  S.  Davis,  Leolan  Jackson,  »).  F.  Jones, 

F.  H.  Monroe;  term  to  expire  in  1904,  W.Q.  A.Gra- 
hun,  ('.  M.  Levister,  Joh.n  Nelson,  M.J.Davis, 
W.  A.  Way. 

The  Treasurer  read  his  report,  and  at  its  close  the 
Bishop  asked  the  26th  Question,  "What  is  the  Ag- 
gregate of  the  Benevolent  Collections  ordered  by 
the  General  Conference?"  to  ^which  the  Treasurer 
replied  "|285.00." 
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Tlie  Statistical  Secretary  read  his  report,  which 
was,  ou  motion,  adopted. 

On  motion  of  J.  F.  Usrey,  the  plan  heretofore 
pursued  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  the  minutes 
was  adopted. 

The  roll  of  committees  was  called,  and  on  motion 
in  each  case,  the  resolutions  as  shown  on  another 
page  were  adopted. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Evangelization  Union 
reported  $190.07  as  having  been  received  and  same 
paid  to  C.  F.  Hunter,  Conference  Evangelist. 

Kesulutions  of  thanks  to  the  Bishop  and  to  the 
people  of  Parmele  and  vicinity  were  read  and 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  J.  B.  Bridgers,  the  Conference 
approved  the  erection  of  a  suitable  church  in  Ports- 
mouth, Va  ,  and  recommended  Brother  Bridgers  to 
the  benevolently  inclined  for  assistance  in  this  much 
needed  work. 

On  motion  of  W.  Q.  A.  Graham,  the  Conference 
heartily  approved  of  the  efforts  which  are  being 
made  to  free  our  church  at  Elizabeth  City  from 
debt,  and  called  upon  those  who  are  interested  to 
assist  the  pastor  in  this  laudable  work. 

Oil  motion  of  the  Superintendent,  it  was  recom- 
mended that  this  Conference  hold  a  Mid-Summer 
meeting,  in  tlie  inteiestof  a  closer  sympathy,  a  fuller 
di-!cu.~si()n  of  means  to  promote  Holiness,  and  for 
general  revival  w(jrk. 

On  motion  it  was  ordered  that  after  the  services 
Sunday  evening,  and  the  reading  of  the  appoint- 
ments, that  Conference  adjourn  without  date. 

Conference  adjourned.  The  benediction  was 
pronounced  by  the  Bishop. 
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FOURTH     DAY. 

Sunday  Evening,  October  13,  1901. 

Conference  met  at  7:30  p.  m.,  Bishop  Goodsell 
presiding. 

The  Bishop  entertained  the  Conference  with  a 
grapiiic  description  of  some  of  his  personal  expe- 
rivMices  in  China. 

Tlie  apportionment  of  the  funds  from  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  to  the  various  charges  was  read  and 
approved. 

Tlie  Bishop  read  the  apdointments. 

The  Conference  adjourned  "sine  die."  The 
doxology  was  sung  and  the  Bishop  pronounced  the 
benediction. 
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Resolutions  and   Reports. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S    REPORT. 

Dear  Bishop  and  Brethren : 

It  is  with  positive  joy  that  I  submit  this  report  of  our  fifth 
j'ear  of  organized  conference  life.  I  rejoice,  first,  because  of 
the  continued  goodness  of  God  to  us,  and  because  of  the  blessed 
sense  of  personal  salvation  which  He  graciously  permits  us  to 
enjoy. 

I  also  feel  glad  that  as  I  stand  before  you  I  can  report  pro- 
gress along  the  lines  of  our  endeavor.  We  have  taken  no 
backward  step  in  the  great  work  of  soul  saving.  While  our 
columns  of  totals  will  not  show  a  marked  gain  in  membership, 
it  is  because  we  have  at  some  points  been  attacked  by  that 
insidious  foe,  come-out-ism,  and  much  of  our  gains  have  to 
make  good  these  losses  before  they  begin  to  show  a  surplus  to 
the  good. 

Our  finances  are  not  an  improvement  on  last  year.  We  had 
then  reached  high  water  mark  ;  had  raised  every  cent  asked  by 
the  Missionary  and  Church  Extension  societies  and  something 
for  other  benevolences.  This  year  disastrous  floods  have  dam- 
aged our  crops  and  crippled  our  other  industries,  which  of 
necessity  affects  our  financial  interests  to  some  extent. 

I  desire  to  say  to  you,  Bisliop,  that  I  do  not  believe  that  God 
ever  gave  to  any  Presiding  Elder  a  more  consecrated,  loyal, 
self-sacrificing  band  of  preachers  than  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Atlantic  Mission  Conference.  They  are  not  great  preachers,  as 
the  world  counts  greatness,  but  they  are  good  men.  They  are 
not  masters  in  theology,  but  they  know  the  disease  and  its 
remedy.  Under  the  Spirit's  power  they  deliver  telling  blows 
against  sin.  Wliile  their  sermons  are  not  faultlessly  pure  nor 
magnificently  splendid,  they  are  not  icily  cold.  They  awaken 
sinners  and  feed  the  flock  of  Christ. 

And  I  must  not  forget  the  noble  band  of  laymen  who  labor 
with  us  in  this  field.  You  have  richer  men  in  Methodism  than 
these  ;  men  who  have  access  to  better  literary  and  social  advan- 
tages, but  I  seriously  doubt  whether  you  have  many  who  travel 
the  path  of  prayer  more  faithfully,  or  whose  contributions  to 
aid  the  cause,  if  measured  by  the  ad  valorem  standard,  will 
greatly  exceed  theirs. 
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Our  educational  work  is  succeeding  grandly.  Our  Conference 
school — Graham  Academy,  Marshallberg,  N.C.,  has  a  large  and 
increasing  patronage.  The  equipment  is  the  best  to  be  .*"ound 
in  Eastern  T>[orth  Carolina,  and  the  faculty  is  equal  to  any 
demand  which  is  likely  to  be  made  upon  them.  As  to  equip- 
ment 

THE   MAIN    BUILDING 

Is  a  commodious  two-story  frame  structure  58x36  feet,  con- 
taining three  recitation  rooms,  one  of  which  is  24x36  ;  one  21x24 
and  one  12x12.  These  are  on  the  ground  floor,  which  also  con- 
tains the  dining  hall,  kitchen  and  pantry.  The  second  story 
contains  the  parlor  and  nine  bedrooms  for  students. 

ESTHER    POMEROY    HALL. 

This  building  contains  the  President's  office,  the  library, 
reading  room  and  thirteen  bed  rooms  for  boys. 

A  neat  chapel  also  stands  upon  the  campus  and  a  comforta- 
ble parsonage  of  six  rooms,  in  which  the  President  has  lived 
from  ihe  organization  of  the  school  to  the  present  time. 

ENROLLMENT. 

Ninety-two  students  are  now  enrolled,  representing  three 
States,  viz :     North  Carolina,  Virginia  and  New  Jersey. 

I  recommend  that  by  way  of  furtlier  extension  of  our  school 
work  and  its  influence,  we  begin  now  to  take  steps  toward  the 
erection  of  a  substantial  brick  building.  Every  inch  of  our 
present  space  will  be  needed  for  the  Home  within  two  years, 
and  our  usefulness  will  be  crippled  whenever  we  have  to  close 
our  doors  to  any  applicant  who  may  come  to  us.  A  house  must 
be  built  for  the  President  at  onc>!:,  as  the  local  church  aid 
scJiool  work,  which  has  heretofore  been  largely  combined,  must 
be  separated. 

On  account  of  our  growing  work  and  the  many  open  doors 
which  we  may  enter,  I  recommend  that  we,  by  vote,  ask  Bi<^hop 
Goodsell  to  endeavor  to  secure  an  appropriation  of  .t2,0CO  from 
the  Missionary  Society  for  our  vrork  next  year.  We  need  help 
just  now  to  enable  us  to  have  two  districts  and  to  open  work  in 
at  least  half  a  dozen  of  our  largest  toMuis,  where  success  awaits 
our  coming. 

With  your  permission.  Bishop,  I  prefer  that  the  pastors  be 
allowed  to  make  extended  reports  of  the  various  charges  rather 
than  make  them  myself.     They  know  the  condition  of  the  work 
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and  can  render  intelligent  reports. 

In  conclusion  I  will  say,  our  horizon  is  glorious  with  the  rain- 
bow of  promise.  Each  year  brings  to  us  larger  success  and 
larger  recognition  by  the  masses. 

"There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men  which  if  taken  at  its 
flow  leads  on  to  fortune  ;"  but  we  must  take  the  current  when 
it  serves  or  lose  our  venture. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

^y.  Q.  A.  Graham. 


FREEDMAN'S  AID  AND  SOUTHERN  EDUCATION 
SOCIETY. 
Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows: 
We  see  the  need  of  the  education  of  our  people,  and  praise 
God  for  the  grand  work  that  the  Freedman's  Aid  and  Southern 
Education  Society  has  accomplished  in  the  past  on  the  line  of 
education,  and  pray  God's  blessing  on  it  in  the  future. 

We  commend  the  Society  and  the  work  to  our  people  and 
hope  our  preachers  will  seek  to  create  a  deeper  interest  among 
the  people  in  this  work. 

W.  H.  Luther, 
C.  F.  Hunter, 

Committee. 


EDUCATION. 

If  Methodism  during  the  past  century  has  been  in  the  fore- 
front of  the  appliances  of  Christendom  as  an  evangelizing 
agency,  she  has  also  been  conspicuous  in  her  services  to  the 
world  as  an  educating  force. 

Our  own  branch  of  Methodism  has  under  its  patronage  more 
than  200  institutions  of  learning.  It  is  the  Alma  Mater  of 
them  all. 

The  heroic  element,  which  makes  the  liistory  of  Methodism 
in  our  own  land  read  like  a  romance,  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  tlie  creation  of  tliese  schools  and  colleges.  They  were 
l)orn  amid  the  agonies  of  fervent  prayer.  They  are  the  result 
of  toil,  sacrifice  and  tears.  They  are  the  monuments  of  patience, 
hope  and  courage.  They  are  the  living  result  of  the  venture  of 
faith  amid  dark  and  forbidding  surroundings.  They  stand  to- 
day as  citadels  of  truth  wherever  Methodism  has  carried  the 
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gospel.  Separated  from  one  another  by  wide  stretches  of  land  and 
sea,  they  are  now  brought  and  bound  into  one  magnificent  con- 
federation by  the  will  and  wisdom  of  our  connectional  Church. 

The  Board  of  Education  is  increasingly  worthy  of  the  careful 
attention  and  most  generous  patronage  of  the  Church.  The 
employment,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  of  educational 
funds  as  loans  to  living  agents,  our  young  men  and  women, 
transforms  and  transfigures  money  values  into  brawn  and 
brain  and  heart  and  life  empowered  by  heroic  Christian  pur- 
pose to  render  noblest  service  to  the  Church  and  to  humanity. 

Your  committee  would  call  especial  attention  to  our  Confer- 
ence School,  Graham  Academy.  We  note  with  great  satisfac- 
tion the  splendid  work  which  has  been  done  by  President  Lev- 
ister,  and  heartily  congratulate  the  Conference  upon  the 
increased  patronage  which  has  come  to  the  school,  and  the 
bright  prospects  which  are  before  it. 

In  order,  however,  to  meet  the  demands  and  to  put  our  school 
upon  a  sure  foundation,  more  buildings  and  better  ones  are 
required.  And  this  committee  recommend  that  the  President 
be  authorized  to  raise  TwentyFive  Thousand  Dollars  for  this 
purpose,  and  that  this  Conference  pledge  itself  to  render  every 
assistance  in  its  power  to  further  this  much  needed  work. 

We  further  recommend  the  appointment  by  this  Conference 
of  one  of  its  number  as  visitor  to  this  school. 

Wm.  S.  Fitch, 
T.  S.  Davis. 

Committee. 


PERIODICALS. 
The  benefit  derived  to  pulpit  and  pew  from  a  wide  circulation 
of  our  church  literature  cannot  be  over  estimated ;  therefore 
we  earnestly  request  the  pastors  to  put  forth  a  decided  eflfort 
to  increase  the  circulation  of  our  literature  among  our  mem- 
bership. 

We  appreciate  the  efforts  of  our  Presiding  Elder,  Rev.  W.  Q. 
A.  Graham,  D.  D.,  to  establish  the  "Wesleyan  Advocate"  and 
call  upon  the  people  to  give  him  their  generous  support. 

J.  B.  Bridgers, 
Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

Your  committee  have  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Superin- 
tendent and  find  them  correct. 

He   has   received   from   the   Missionary  Society  the  sum  of 
$1,250.00,  which  has  been  disbursed  as  follows: 

Avon $  40.C0 

Chowan 40.00 

Elizabeth  City 300.00 

Goldsboro 100.00 

Morehead  City 90.00 

Northampton 50.00 

Parmele 20.00 

Pates 7.50 

Rowlands 40.00 

Portsmouth 150.00 

Winfall 20.00 

Wildwood 70.00 

District 300.00 


Leaving  a  balance  of  $22.50,  which  is  to  be  returned  to  the 
Society.  C.  M.  Levistrb, 

T.  S.  Davis. 

Committee. 


TEMPERANCE. 

Inasmuch  as  we  believe  that  alcohol,  in  all  its  forms,  has 
blighted  many  homes  of  both  young  and  old  in  this  land  of  ours, 
therefore  be  it 

Resolved  :  That  we  do  all  in  our  power  by  prayer,  precept  and 
example  to  diminish  its  influence  ;  that  we  organize  temperance 
societies  in  our  churches  and  Sunday  schools  ;  that  we  ask  and 
insist  that  our  people  pray  and  vote  against  the  awful  business 
of  dispensing  this  damnable  stuff  to  the  people  ;  that  we  heartily 
endorse  the  American  Anti-Saloon  Movement,  and'pray  for  its 
promotion. 

J.  J.  Lewis, 
T.  S.  Davis, 
Committee. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  UNION  AND  Til  ACT  SOCIETY. 
We  recognize  the  Sunday  School  as  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant factors  in  the  religious  life  of  our  church,  not  only  of  our 
own  age,  but  in  the  ages  to  come;  since  the  Sunday  School 
teaches  the  Bible  and  brings  the  gospel  to  a  vast  multitude  of 
peoi^le.  The  total  Sunday  School  population  in  the  United 
States  is  more  than  12,000,000,  of  whom  there  are  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  over  31,000,000  Sunday  Schools,  with 
350,000  officers  and  teachers,  and  more  than  2,600,000  scholars, 
who  are  being  taught  of  Christ  and  his  Gospel ;  therefore  be  it 
Resolved  :  That  we,  the  pastors  of  this  Conference,  encourage 
our  teachers  to  be  followers  of  Jesus  Christ,  with  a  living  expe- 
rience. 

Resolved :  That  we  recommend  the  use  of  our  School  litera- 
ture published  by  our  Book  Concern. 

Whereas  the  circulation  of  religious  tracts  is  very  important 
in  our  work,  as  tliere  are  so  many  non-church-going  people,  be  it 
Resolved:    That  we  recommend  our  pastors  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  liberality  of  our  Tract  Society  and  scatter  over  our 
land  religious  truth. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  L.  Chappell, 
U.  S.  White, 

Committee. 


CHURCH  EXTENSION. 

Tiie  collections  taken  in  our  churches  from  the  beginning  to 
November  1st,  1900,  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  for 

the  work  of  Church  Extension,  aggregated    $    217.20 

To  this  our  Conference  adds  this  year 102.00 

Making  a  total  of ^    320.20 

Eleven  churches  within  our  bounds  have  received  aid  up  to 
ovember  1st,  1900.  by  donat  ions  of  $2,075.00;  and  loans  of 
$500.00.  Tlie  part  our  Conference  is  to  take,  in  both  giving  and 
receiving,  is  definitely  fixed,  under  prov;sions  of  Discipline  by 
the  General  Committee  from  year  to  year.  For  the  ensu- 
ing year  our  Conference  is  asked  to  raise  by  collections  $150.00 
Our  needy  churches  may.  on  approved  applications,  receive 
$1,200.00.     The   amount   of  aid  granted  must  depend  on   the 


ATLANTIC     MISSION     CONFERENCE.  21 

amount  of  the  collections  taken,  and  cannot  exceed  the  pro- 
portion above  indicated.  Interest,  therefore,  in  our  own  Con- 
ference, as  well  as  in  the  general  cause,  should  inspire  us  to 
use  all  diligence  to  secure  the  full  amount  asked,  and  if  possi- 
ble go  beyond  it. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  Q.  A.  Graham, 

Chairman. 

MISSIONS. 
Wliereas  we  are  a  mission  Conference,  numerically  weak,  but 
with  tlie  great  commission  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
"Go  ye  forth  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
creature,"  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  :  That  every  preacher  put  forth  every  effort  within 
their  power  to  enter  as  much  new  territory  and  break  the  bread 
of  life  to  as  many  needy  souls  as  possi'  le  during  the  ensuing 
year ;  and  to  organize  tlie  grand  old  M.  E.  Church  at  every 
point  possible  and  practicable. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.   F.   USRKY, 

J.  B.  Bridgkrs, 
J.  A.  Hudson, 
U.  S.  Whits. 

Committee. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  THANKS. 

Whereas,  the  presence  of  Bishop  Daniel  A.  Goodsell  among 
us  !ias  been  an  inspiration  to  both  preacliers  and  laymen  ;  and 

Wliereas,  his  instructions  and  advice  have  been  both  edifying 
and  liighly  benencial ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved:  That  we  most  heartily  thank  liim  for  all  his  kind- 
ness to  us,  and  will  be  glad  to  have  him  with  us  again  ;  and 
that  we  pray  that  God  will  bless  him  wherever  he  may  go. 

Lkolan  .Tackson. 


Whereas,  th''  people  of  Parjiieie  and  vicinity  have  so  cor- 
dially received  us,  and  so  sumptuously  entertained  us;  there- 
fore be  it 

Resolved:  That  we,  the  preachers  of  the  Atlantic  Mission 
Conference,  extend  to  them  our  most  hearty  thanks,  and  pray 
God's  blessing  upon  them. 

T.  S.  Davis. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  ORDINATIONS. 
This  is  to  certify  that  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  October,  A.  D, 
1901,  I  ordained,  under  the  election  of  the  Atlantic  Mission 
Conference,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  following 
as  Deacons:  French  R.  Lowrey,  Cannada  C.  Lowrey  ;  and  at 
the  same  hour  and  place  and  assisted  by  Elders,  the  following 
as  an  Elder,  Charles  M.  Levister. 

Daniel  a.  Goodsell, 
Done  at  Parmele,  N.  C.  Presiding  Bishop. 
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